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convened—to resume the special session which had begun on the 3rd
March—by its President, Monsieur Hymans (Belgium); and the first
meeting of the resumed special session was held on the 6th December.
On this occasion the Chinese delegate, Dr. Yen, who spoke first,
submitted the following requests:
 (1)	That the special Assembly, basing on the findings of the Commis-
sion of Enquiry, declare that Japan has violated the Covenant of the
League of Nations, the Pact of Paris and the Nine-Power Treaty of
Washington;
 (2)	That the special Assembly call upon Japan to put into execution
forthwith the Council resolutions of the 30th September and the 10th
December, 1931, so that all Japanese troops will be withdrawn into
the so-called Railway Zone, pending further withdrawal therefrom, and
the so-called Manchukuo Government will be dissolved;
 (3)	That the special Assembly, pending the dissolution of the so-called
Manchukuo Government and recalling its own resolution of the llth
March, 1932, wherein it pledged itself not to recognize any situation,
treaty or agreement which may be brought about by means contrary to
the Covenant of the League of Nations or to the Pact of Paris, declare
that it will not recognize the said 'Manchukuo Government' and will not
enter into any relations therewith;
 (4)	That the special Assembly make and publish before a definite date
and within the shortest possible time a report for the final settlement of
the dispute as prescribed in Article 15, paragraph 4, of the Covenant of
the League of Nations.
The Japanese delegate, Mr. Matsuoka, who spoke second, submitted
for his part that any suggestions that the Assembly might decide to
put forward should be governed by the following principles:
 (1)	The terms must be such that they can be effectively put into
operation, and that they will accomplish and preserve peace in the Far
East.
 (2)	A solution must be found for the disordered condition of China.
 (3)	In case any plan for settlement is found by the League, this organi-
zation must take upon itself the responsibilities for its execution.
Mr. Matsuoka followed up this submission, first with a challenge to
the States Members of the League, and then with an intimation of a
way in which the League might 'save its face'. 'Considering the
actual condition in China', he observed, 'the execution' was one that
was 'likely to be costly, and the League should have both the will
and the means to make the necessary sacrifices'. Was eany Member
of the League ready to pajrbicipate with others in such an under-
taking? ' He went on to suggest that, in having prevented open war
between China and Japan, the League had already 'fulfilled the high
object of its existence'; and he dismissed, as 'entirely groundless',
'the apprehension entertained in some quarters' (e.g. among the

